IMMANUEL NOBEL JUNIOR
drop in the ocean compared to those that I have suffered through
the fact that the Government has broken its promises, and refuses
to recognise its engagements, now tha-t the war has ended, This
blow nearly knocked out of me the little1 vitality that I still pos-
sessed, and for three months after I fully realised the position I was
completely bowled over. By now, however, I am, thank God,
sufficiently recovered to be able to work and think. As you will
remember, I once said, when we were discussing my position, that
if the Government, in accordance with its written and printed
statements, kept my large factory busy, which was built as the
result of its promises, I would be in a good position; that otherwise
I would have nothing, since I had put my all into this great -under-
taking/' His claims for compensation were disregarded, and
Nobel was again a ruined man, In 1859 he was forced to surrender
the factories to his creditors, whereupon he returned to Sweden to
try his fortune in his old home.
To start afresh at the age of almost sixty, without any means, is
not an easy matter. Nothing is known of Nobel's activities
immediately after his return, and it is doubtful whether he went
straight to Stockholm in 1859 ; but the tax returns of November,
1861, in respect of the year 1862, show that he rented the pro-
perty of Heleneborg, probably as from the ist October. The
house was in the same quarter as he had lived in while in Stockholm,
and the rent was 775 reichsthaler. Nobel is described in the list of
taxpayers as " formerly a merchant/* and his family consisted only
of himself, his wife and his son, Emil Oskar. The eider sons,
Robert, Ludwig and Alfred, did not accompany him to Sweden.
Emil was only eighteen in 1861; he was the youngest of the family,
two younger children having died in Petersburg, We have no ;
definite information as to how the father of the family got through
these years; he had no factory at Heleneborg either in 1862 or in j
1863, Towards the end of 1862 his son Robert had come over f rota |
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